Media Release

Monday, 17 June 2019 Tel: 02 4285 4446
Fax: 024285 4448

lllawarra believes it benefits from its refugee community

A recent IRIS Research survey of Illawarra residents found that two-thirds (66%) of respondents
believe that the lllawarra benefits from accepting refugees into the community.

The main benefits of refugees in our community that respondents identified included: cultural
diversity; workplace skills; different perspectives and life experience. Respondents who believe the
Illawarra benefits from accept refugees also believe that it makes the area a more vibrant place to
live. The costs of welcoming refugees were pressure on housing supply; assimilation; initial
settlement costs; social cohesion and welfare costs.

Despite perceived costs and benefits, nine in ten respondents also welcome refugees into their
local community.

Respondents were slightly less likely to agree when asked to consider the capacity of the lllawarra
to accept more refugees compared to the nation. Fifty five percent (55%) of respondents
answered either negatively or neutrally towards this question, with males aged 55-64 and LNP
voters more likely to have this view. Women aged 24-44 and Green voters were more likely to
answer that the lllawarra had capacity to accept more refugees.

Peter Watts, Chief Executive, IRIS Research said: “The survey results show we are welcoming of
refugees in our community in the main and want refugee settlement to be successful for the
whole community. But we also have concerns about the region’s capacity to settle more refugees
at this time.”

When it comes to knowing our refugee facts though, we are on less solid ground. Almost one-third
(32%) of respondents believe that refugees are economic migrants — they are not. A refugee is
someone who has been forced to flee his or her country because of persecution, war or violence
(UNHCR).

We are split in our knowledge of whether Australia meets its international humanitarian
obligations in refugee settlement. Only half of all respondents correctly stated that we do. The
research also demonstrated that we are not clear on the proportion of refugees we took last year
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(2018/19) as a proportion of our total immigration program — only 28% correctly answered this
question (around 10%), with most (58%) believing it was 5% or less, while one in ten (11%)
believing it was one in four immigrants and 3% believing it was 65% of our total annual
immigration intake last year.

This #IRISVoxpop coincides with Refugee Week Australia (16-22 June 2019) to encourage
community discussion about our perceptions and attitudes towards refugees this week and
beyond.

We thank the 210 residents who completed the survey for their participation and encourage
residents to join our local online survey community panel to participate in other surveys in future.
https://www.iris.org.au/online-panel/
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THE ILLAWARRA IS AWELCOMING PLACE FOR

REFUGEES TO SETTLE IRIS

RESEARCH

1 - Strongly Disagree 2 3 4 5 - Strongly Agree
13%
AVERAGE - 3.5
B Ginafr fwerane
Half of the respondents gave a neutral rating of 3, This shows —Hab an
that a significant number are either unsure of how welcoming the S 3'5
awarrais to refugess or believe that the lawarra s moderately -
welcoming, e
25 10 44 vesars 3.5
This perception is widely held, as there are no significant 45 10 54 years 3.7
differences by gender, age or voting patterns. 55 to G yesrs a3
Whether a respondent knows that refugees live in thelr suburb or G5+ years 35
whether they personally know a refuges does not impact their Wole in last eleclion
agreement with this sentiment, AP 35
LHP 35
Respondents who agreed that the lawarra had the capacity to
accept more refugees did not necessarily agree that the [lawarra is b &8
awelcoming place to settle, bt a5
Prefer mt o =y 3.3

0 IR1S Aesemrch. 2019

| WELCOME REFUGEES INTO MY LOCAL COMMUNITY

IRIS

REEBEARCH

Nine in ten respondents welcome refugees into their local
community, These respondents agreed that Australia should
accept more refugess and that the llawarra has capacity to
accept more refugees.

There was na difference in responses betweenthose who
persanally know a refugee and those who da nat,

Gender Yes %]
HMalk g8%
Famale a0
e
25 1o 44 years a0%
45 10 S4years 4%
55 10 BHyears g42%
65+ yaars 92%
Yole i last election
ALP Ty
LHF 3%
GRN 100%
Other Ta%
B 1AIS Agssrch, 2019 Prafer mat o sy ALl%

11
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THE ILLAWARRA BENEFITS FROM ACCEPTING

REFUGEES INTO THE COMMUNITY IRIS

REBEARGH

1 - Strongly Disagree 2 3 q 5 - Strongly Agree
33% 33%
AVERAGE - 3.8
Gixwher fwarage
Despite neutral sentiment towards how accepting the lllawarra Make 5E
is of refugees, respondents agreed that the area benefits from Famale a0
accepting refugees into the community. A
Respondents who personally know & refugee agreed with this 2510 44 yemrs |
sentiment significantly more than those whao do not, 45 1o 54 yesrs 4.0
There is avery high carrelation between agreement that the 55 tn B years .
lNlawarra henefits from refugees and agreement that Australia and B+ yeais E
the lllawarra should accept more refugees. Mot in kst clection
AP 42
Respondents who agreed with this sentiment also agreed that LHF ag
refugees make the area a more vitrant place to live. GRN "
nter EE
Prafer mt to =y 3.4

RIS Hasearch. ¢

REFUGEES MAKE THE ILLAWARRA A MORE VIBRANT

PLACE TO LIVE IRIS

REBEARGH

1 - Strongly Disagree 2 3 q 5 - Strongly Agree
3% 33%
AVERAGE - 3.8
. . . . Ginadir fwerage
The breakdown in scores for this statement are close to identical E ﬁ—
tothe previous slide. Respondents who believe the lllawarra i
’ ) ) Famale 40
benefits from accept refugees also believe that it makes the
areag a mare vibrant place to live. Age
25 10 44 yesrs 40
There i a strong. positive correlation between agreement that 45 10 54 yemrs an
refugees make the llawarra more vibrant and agreement that the 55 t0 B4 vemrs 96
INawarra has the capacity to accept maore refugees, 65+ yaars 97
There was no difference in agreement depending one whether a Wote n st ekclion
respondents knows that refugees live intheir suburb. However, ALP 4.2
respondents who personally know a refugee agreed with the LHP 3.1
statement significantly more than those who do not know a GRN 43
refugee. Dthear 3.4

Prefer mt i =y a5

RIS Research. ¢

1o
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REFUGEES LIVE IN MY SUBURB

Over half [54% ] of all respandents were aware of refugees living
in theirsuburh. However, over one third [37 %] were unsure. Thosa
aged 25 to 44 years and 55 to BY years were most unsure,

The response to this question is largely dependent on
whether a respondent personally knows a refugee, B2% of
those who don't knowwhetherrefugees live in theirsuborh don’t
parsanally know a refuges,

Gander Yos [%] h'::"[:]
Wik 54% Ak
Famale 544 AT
HAoe
25 1o 44 years 57% q43%
45 10 54 vears BhY% 27%
55 10 6l yemrg 474 5%
5+ yBars 525 alx
Wote in last election
AP 5ot ans
LHP 4% qo0%
GRH BT% 20%
Oeher 2% 6%
R Prafer rmt 1o sy ey adn

1z

| PERSONALLY KNOW A REFUGEE WHO LIVES IN THE
ILLAWARRA

Almomt half [44%] of respondents personally knov a refugee. Thizs
proportion does not depend on gender, age or any other factor.

Responckents who persanally know refugees were mare likely to agres
that they make the lllawarra & more vilirant place and that the area
benefits from accepting refugees,

Gender Yes [%]
HMalk 45%
Famale 44 %
o

25 1o 44 years 0%
45 0 54 years 49%
55 0 B years 47%
55+ yaars A%
Yole i last election

ALP 46%
LHF 42%
GRN h0%
Othar h0%

B IR IS Research. 2019 Prafer not o sy 8%

13



IRIS Media Release page 6 of 8

BENEFITS & COSTS

IRIS

RESEARCH

BENEFITS COSTS

Cultural diversity
Waorkplace skills
Different perspective
Life experience
Multiculturalism

Pressure on housing supply
Assimilation

Initial settlement costs

Social cohesion
Welfare costs

B IRI5 Research. 20114
b

MOST REFUGEES SETTLED IN AUSTRALIA

ARE ECONOMIC MIGRANTS IRIS

REEEARCH

Two thirds of respondents correctly stated that most
refugees settled in Australia are NOT economic
migrants.

Less than half of the respondents aged 18 to 34 were
incorrect. There were no differences across gender or
politics that were statistically significant.

Gender False [%]
Male EB%
Femak EB%
Age
25 to 44 years 43% Statisticaly
15 to S years EO% significant
difference aithe
55 to B ysars 3% A5'% confiderce
HS+ vears 7% [1:1: )
Viote in kst election
ALP A%
Answer: FALSE LHF E3%
Economic migrants lesve their country for GRH Ea%
financialfeconomic reasons, not fear of persecution, They (ther B3%
CENNOE attain refuges status, Prefer not to sy BO%

8 IRI5 Ressamh, 2009
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AUSTRALIA ACCEPTS ITS FAIR SHARE OF REFUGEES AS

PART OF ITS INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN OBLIGATIONS IRIS

RESEARCH

Only half of all respondants correctly stated that Australia meots
its international humanitarian obligations in refugee
settlement.

Those who answarad ‘WO strongly balieve that Australia should
accept more refugees each yoar camparad to thosa who
answarad YES'.

Furthermore, thaze wha answarad "NO" had lower perceptions of
the approximate proportion of refugees as part of the overall
irmmigration intaka.

Gender Yos [%]
Mak 54%
Famale 4%
_fige
25 1o 44 years s
45 0 54 years s
45 10 B4 years 63%
55+ yaars 54 %
Yole i last election
ALP 2%
Answer: YES LHP 6%
Australia meets ics international humanitarian obligations in GRH el%
settlement of refugees, Other 67%
B IR S Research. 2019 Prafer mot o sy G3%

WHAT IS THE APPROXIMATE PROPORTION OF REFUGEES AS

PART OF AUSTRALIA’S IMMIGRATION INTAKE IN 2018/197 IRIS

REBEARCH

=<1% _ 34%, 28% of respondents correctly selected 10% as the

proportion of refugees as part of Australia’s
immigration intake in 201&5/18.

5o Respondents generally thought that the proportion
_ 24% was much lower than the true value.

s 0% (%]
10% | 25 L

Farmale 76 %
e
25% _ 11% 25 10 44 years T
45 0 54 years e
55 10 B4 vears a1%
G5+ yaars L%
55% . 3% Wote i last glection
ALP =
LHF 3%
Answer: 10% - _
In 201819, refugees made up approximately 10% of e L
Australia's immigration intake.
Prafer mot to sy 2h %

B IRIS Aesemrch, 2019
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AUSTRALIA SHOULD ACCEPT MORE REFUGEES EACH YEAR

IRIS

REBEARGH

1 - Strongly Disagree 2 3 4 5 - Strongly Agree
19% 29%
AVERAGE - 3.3

Gemer Awerage
Opinion was split regarding whether Australia should accept more Maika A0
refugees. As expected, those who think Australia does not current Famale A5
accept its fair share as per itz international obligations helieve e
that Australia should accept more refugees each vear. 6 1 4 e 97
Those that agreed with this sentiment also agreed that the 45 0 54 years a5
lllawarra has the capacity to accept more refugess, 55 to B years 3.2

_ ) G5 + yaars 30

There was no difference in agreement hetween those who .

Nite n lasl election
personally know a refugee and those who do not. o o
Female respondents az well as Labor and Greens voters were LHF an
significantly more likely to agree with the statement. Agreement RN 4.3
tends to decline with age but this is not statistically significant. [t a7y

Frefer mt o =ay 2.8

RIS Rasearch,



